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March 28, 1997
UM HOSTS SYMPOSIUM ON NATIVE AMERICAN WELLNESS 
MISSOULA -
Traditional and modem medical practitioners will share insights, approaches and ideas April 
20-22 at a University of Montana—Missoula symposium that will focus on diabetes, heart disease, 
cancer and substance abuse among Native Americans.
"Chronic Disease and Culturally Appropriate Wellness," held in the University Center's 
third-floor ballroom, will begin with a reception at 4 p.m. Sunday, April 20, and continue with 
sessions from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday and Tuesday. A traditional ceremony for all conference 
participants is planned Monday evening.
National Indian Health Service Director Michael Trujillo will be a featured presenter, as 
will Jane Wilson, director of public health for the Denver regional office of the U.S. Department 
of Health and Human Services. Other participants will include tribal elders, traditional healers, and 
tribal, state and national health care workers.
The event is designed to provide an interactive, timely forum for professional health care 
workers from all levels and diverse backgrounds to exchange ideas, identify resources and discuss 
future plans of action, said symposium coordinator Gordon Belcourt of UM ’s Native American 
Studies Program. The blending of perspectives — traditional and modem, urban and rural — should 
make for stimulating discussion, Belcourt said.
The cost for the full symposium is $75 with preregistration or $100 at the door. One-day
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registration costs $40 in advance or $65 at the door. Space is limited, so preregistration is 
encouraged. To register or for more information, call Belcourt at (406) 243-5833 or the Native 
American Studies Program at (406) 243-5831.
The symposium is co-sponsored by UM’s Native American Studies Program, Department of 
Biology and Kyi-Yo Indian Club.
m
Note to Media: Indian Health Service Director Michael Trujillo is expected to attend the entire 
symposium, including Sunday’s opening reception. He is scheduled to make a presentation about 8 
a.m. Monday. To arrange an interview or for more information, call organizer Gordon Belcourt, 
(406) 243-5833 or 243-5831.
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